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YOUR

ATTENTION

PLEASE !

had "missed lire,'1 started to walk
away, but ltob, catching sight of them,
went to the door and insisted on their
coming In. After they had partially
recovered from their embarrassment
and the genial atmosphere did much
toward restoring them to their natural
oelves they distributed their gifts and
received the young lady's blushing

thanks for all their kindness to her.
Iiesinond said:

"Pretty good joke you tried to play
on mo tonight, boys," with a slap on

their shoulders, at Hie same time laugh-

ing heartily. "Hut you see how it has
turned out. Only I'll have to explain.

This little woman, Faith Haskins, and
I used to g.) to school together away
back near the old Tippecanoe in In-

diana.
"We grew up as lovers, but her

father thought I wasn't of much ac-

count except to pick an old guitar or
play the fiddle, so when lie had taken
his family off to Nebraska he wouldn't
allow Faith to write to me, and of
course I lost track of her. Hut I loved

her just the same, and that I might
become more worthy gave up my idle
habits, taught school for a few terms
and earned the money to give me a
start here in Kansas on this timber
claim and am in a pretty fair way to
make my living, as you know. I find
my little school friend has not forgot-

ten me, and since she had the audacity
to 'jump my claim' in my absence I

think I may as well keep her here.
Now, as y3U fellows have already had
a 'linger in the pie,' I want you to go

with us tomorrow to visit the judge
over at the courthouse. Something's
going to take place there that will cel-

ebrate Christmas in proper style. It
was kind of you to see to repairing the
wagon, but there won't be any use for

THE LOST ARTS.
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Not as much as we used to, but oc-

casionally even yet, one hoars of some

wonder accomplished by the ancients

which cannot lie done now.
it was qui e

Not so iuny years ago

commonly asserted that modern work-

men could not quarry or. Inn ing quar-

ried, could not handle stones as large

us the monoliths of Egypt, and the

writer lias heard a public speaker of

note assert that it would he impossible

to handle with modern implements

such large stones as wore used in the

pvrami Is or to join them as perfectly

as they are joined t v. Yet. when oc-

casion arose, larger stones than any of

the larger n oliths them selves wore

transported not only to the sea. but

across it. ami eroded in England.

France and A riea. and Micro are in-

dividuals today who might, if ll"'.v

chose, cause the transportation to and

oi tion In this country of tin- largest

pyramids or build now ones ton l ilies

larger and more durable. Pyramids
are not being generally built nowaday--

because they are not in line "'i'1' IM''

trend of modern ambition; that's all.

It is very doubtful if a "luinaseiis
blade" would stand half as severe

Usage as a modern band saw blade or

even as much as the spring of a forty

cent clock, while the ornaniontations
of those wondrous blades, so far as the

mechanical execution is colli 'nu'd, can

be excelled hy apprentices and ama-

teurs of today.
Of the "lost art" of hardening cop-

per little is heard of late years, though

one occasionally hears a wiscling from

the wilds wish that lie know how to do

It as well as the ancients, and while it

is perhaps regrettable that he doesn't
his ignorance is his own fault.

Many arts and devices have boon

abandoned because now knowledge

lias made them useless, and time spent
In rediscovering tliem would be worse

than wasted. The modern youth had
much bettor spend liis time studying
the art of ids contemporaries than that
which is "lost." Scientific American.

IVi'ore making your selections of

Christmas Gifts

suppose you come into our new

store ami see the great varieties

of beautiful Novelties we have

purchased for the Holidays, and

from which you are quite sure to

find the tiling you were

looking for, lmt couldn't define."

The stock is so varied em-

braces so many articles that it

would be useless to attempt an

enumeration. Hut we have hun-

dreds of articles to suit every

member of the family.

"You wouldn't? Well, don't worry.
I'll not call on you for assistance,"
and, with a quick stride, Itoli liesinond
walked out of the store, got his horse
rroui tue stable where it had been kept
during Lis absence, mounted and was
soon galloping away through thesniwy
dusk of the late afternoon.

When he was well beyond earshot the
two conspirators went off into roars of
laughter. Then they had to acquaint
Mi ley with the occasion of their mirth,
for he enjoyed a joke as well as the
next one.

"It's a good one on ltob, by gum:"
cried the storekeeper, joining heartily
in the laughter.

"Which calls fer a box o' cigars an'
two bottles o' Miley's temperance phos-

phate, don't It, Ike':" demanded Jim.
"That's wotevet-:- nllirnied Ike. "An'

the same to he charged lor liob lies
tuond's account?"

"Exactly."
"Hood enough," said Milcy. "Five

dollars is cheap a plenty for him to get
off with. I 'uiagine 1 kin see him a

madder 'n ever an' viilin" like all
persessed through the snows! inn down
ter his claim," chuckled the old man
as he reached for a box of cigars on

the shelf.
"Hoi' on a iniutite, Milcy." said Jim.

"Wot yer say, Ike, ter dispensin' with
them cigars an' phosphatiziu' this
time an' takin' th' amount o' 1! ib's
treat in the toys an' sich tricks for
Clirlstnius presents fer I hem kids an'
puttin' in live of our own fer s inic-thi-

neat fer that leetle woman?"
"The very idee: Iiy thump: I kin re

member how Noay's ark an' tin whis-

tles an' sich us'tor stir nic
up when I wus a kid back in Jackson
county at Clirlstnius time. Yer a plumb
genus, Jim, yer air. by ginger:"

Meantime ltob Iiesniund. his mind
filled with righteous wrath against the
unprincipled wretch who hail dared
"jump his claim," was Hearing liis cab-

in. In his anger snow and cutting
winds were scarcely noticed, (inly one
dominating desire possessed his soul
to set eyes on "that rascal of a claim
juniper" and order him oil' his domain
forthwith.

When he readied the persimmon
thicket he hitched his horse and walk-

ed energetically toward his cabin. The
door was partly open, held so by little
ltessie, who was watching the falling
snow. Sue was alone, the others hav-

ing gone to the dugout stable to see

that the mules were made, comfortable,

for the night.
The glow from the fireplace revealed,

to the owner's astonished gaze, a bright
eyed little fairy with long golden hair.
She was swaying back and forth hum-

ming to herself. Then she broke out
earnestly:

"Oh, Stinty, turn right here an' make
our wagon well, an', if you can spare
'em, just drop some nice Trismus pres-

ents down."
She ceased suddenly ns the form of

a man loomed up before her. She had
been asking for Santa Clans, and there
was now no doubt in her mind lull that
ltob, In Ills big fur overcoat covered

witli snowllakes, was the great person-
age for whom she had been calling.

"Where's your pa, little girl?" asked
Iiesinond, entering his own cabin.

"lie's gone," answered Ilesslc, look-

ing half shyly at the visitor.
"(lone: Where to?"
"Cone to lichen," said the little girl

very simply.
"Humph!" muttered ltob to himself.

"I didn't know claim jumpers went to
heaven."

"Is you Santa Clans?" asked ltessie
abruptly, lixing her gaze, first on the
groat buffalo overcoat dotted with
white, then raising her eyes wistfully
to the young man's handsome face.

"No. Utile one, I'm not Santy," said
ho kindly, the hard look on his face
vauidiieg under the magnetism of the
child's presence and guileless prattle.

Iiesinond loved children. What if

so'i'c of her f i!k: had wronged him:
Slie v:i' inn i out and as pure as the
mw failen :m c,v. His anger having
subside', h- - 'rew I'l'i"! his pockets a
few trinlre's an a pape of pretty oim-die- s

which l:e had bought at the store,
"to he in l wall the season," ho
had ap : e! ti Mii.'.v. These he
placed in .. '.'.; Ii.in :s and watched
the cxpi-c- ioo of delight that illumi-

nated the iliii i's face. She had hardly
done than'. dig hir.i when the door
opened and i'ai.h c:ite:e.l. Her eyes
met ics. ..oii-.'- in one long, searching
glance, ilieu she turned white and
leaned agiin t the wall. Kol) let his
hat fail to the Ho r as he bflsl.ened to-

ward the agitated girl.
"faith: I'aith Haskins:" he cried.

"Is il you -- and here?"
"(Ih, Kob. I never expected to see

you again:" she sobbed, burying her
face in (lie folds of her shawl. The
sight of an old friend had thrown her
off her guard and brought back to her
sharply and keenly all her trouble and
loneliness and made her strangely
weak.

When Clint came in a few minutes
later ho f mud his sister in the arms of
what appeared to him to be a big buf-

falo. .Never having heard that buffa-

loes were in the habit of c. lining into
cabins and hugging people, he ap-

proached l'.cssle, whose teeth had Just
decapitated a candy rabbit, and asked
in an awed whisper:

"What's got Faith? Is it liurtin'
her?"

"I doss nol." ltessie whispered back
as well as she cuuld with her nioulli
full. "lie's awful nice, an' I dess lie's
a relation to Santa Clans. See what
lie diblied me!" holding up her pres-

ents.
Uolurning from the blacksmith's

shop, ike and Jim left the repaired
wheel by the wagon and stole quietly
u)i to the shack. As they passed one
of the windows they looked in to see
if I heir victim were (here. With sur-

prise tliey beheld him sitting by Faith's
side, holding both her hands in his.
The t revealed to their aston-
ished sight the two happy faces, while
two equally happy children were sit-

ting on the lloor at their feet.
The fellows, realizing that their joke

brows, "i ill, untliin' umdi, 'ccpt (bet
die l'.ilcr's sold out an" li'l't. An'

i u ic so'' .vi'S, thsir's .Super, lie got
illiquid :m' limkr liis I'nlliir lump, uu'
us limits Iris been ilniu' wot we cjnkl
ti'i' I'Uli-l- 'ini up. Wiiiil, un' llirn," with
:t wary look, "lliar's some new settler.;
cmum' hi lately-waut- in' timber claims,
an' juiiii'iir 'em, too, wlieu tliey (lit a
chance. tut how'cl yi'i- leave the ole
folks back in IndiannyV"

'All well, ami coiiM hardly tear my-

self away frmi tliem."
"1 reek in heaiiii' 'b nit yer claim lias

Uiii'liT lulv-- yer bark," remarked Ike,
reirariliiiK out of tile corner of liis
e e.

"My claim! What do yon mean?"
Ami 'Osmond's bine eyes dilated wide-

ly and urew almost black.
"I s'posod yer lieered all about it

'fore tliis," said Jim. "Wliy, yer see,
yor claim lias been kinder took. A fam-

ily moved inter yer shanty. Yes. tliey
have, by Kinder:" lie added as a wave
of incredulity stole over liis listener's
features.

"lm you moan to toll me tliat some
low down sneak has dared to jump my
claim while I've been back visiting my

father and mother''" cried Iiesnion.l,
the Hush of doubt changing to one of
ros'-.- nient.

"1ioUs powerfully thot way," adniit-toi- l

his t inni'Utor. "Seed a kivered
wapiti that' an' smoke out o'
yer

"Who is tin' sneaking eur?" demand-
ed tin' ii iw ill u'oughly aroused man.

'I ilniiuo."
WoU. it won't take me long to find

out." retorted ltob, drawing on his
heay buffalo overcoat with an angry
jerk.

"Wot: Yer ain't goiif tor go ter yer
claim right r, iv7"

"Yes. and I'll see that that sneak
thief gets out of my shack in a hurry.
I've got pi'i i'y well wanned up," with
a gi'im s i i . "and don't need Miley's
lii-- any ,i.

"I wouldn't go if I was you," siild
Ike.

"You wouldn't':" eying liiui witheon- -

in t 11 ins loliisliiueiit.

"V'iii t ii.-- be a fool if you think I'm
g i:ng t i give up my land, after all I've
done on it. ithout so much as a 'by

' your leave" "

"Hut v'T might get inter truhble."
"Might IV" cried lK'smonil, with a

gesture of 'lisgust. h ilding up a pair
,' heavy pi .tols and then thrusting

llicin into Lis belt. "We'll see about
thai: If the euss isn't off my premises
inside an 1: i:ir I'll give him 'trouble'
and lots of ii :"

"I don't t'rak you'll run that settler
out." saiil Jin: co illy.

"You ilou'l :"

"o, I don't."
"What's the reason'.'"
"Thar's sev'ral reasons, an' ns fer

inc. I wouldn't want ter tackle thu
Job."

it going to I'ncle Ethan's ranch, for
Clint and Bessie will have to stay and
help us be happy. You'll go, won't you,
boys?"

"Co? In course we will! We'll see
you and her through, if the earth slips
a cog. We will, you bet! Hy ginger,
but you're a lucky galoot! I wish ole

Christtuus 'd drop a jewel like that
Inter my stockin's."

BAKED HAM. u l.ni'k' lllrtlidny.
There is an old superstition that to

be born on Christmas day Is to be lucky

all one's life, and in Silesia there is a

belief that a boy barn on Christmas
day must lie brought up a lawyer or he
will become a thief. mss

KATE L. LUCAS,
New Merryday Block,

Palatka, Florida.

It g ies without saying that liis maj-

esty the turkey will grace the Christ-
mas dinner table, but for variety and
to give a new note to this feast it is an
excellent idea to follow the southern
fashion of introducing ham to share
honors with the reigning fowl.

The ham may be either hot or cold
and should be baked to a crisp brown.
Few there are wli3 understand the art
of preparing ham in this way. First
It should be partly baked with the
thick outside skin left on, and then
this should be removed and the fat
stuck full of cloves and left to brown
In a slow oven. The spice Imparts a
deliciously delicate flavor and should
not be taken out. but left in the ham
just as it mines from the oven. No
sauce is needed with hum cooked after
tills rule. New York Herald.

Tlie OrlKHi it hrlstmlis ir'i'iis.
At the Saturnalia, the heathen proto-

type of Christinas, it was the ltoinan
custom to decorate the house with ev-

ergreens. Tills was done to give the
woodland spirits a refuge from the
cohl.

Christmas Island.
Christmas island, in the Pacific

ocean, and Christinas mountain, on

the Antarctic continent, wore so named
because discovered on the --otli of
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BfiMfiftMsIn
House Furnishings of all Kinds

Rugs, Lamps, Chairs, Tables, Pictures, Etc.

SANTAIf you can find an as
sortment of Crockery and
China in the city equal to
ours you will find that
their prices are at least
one-thi- rd more.

Our Lamps are light
enough in price to suit
the slimest pocket book

and of design and quality
beautiful and good enough
to suit the most refined
taste.CLAUS

A pretty Rocker
gives rest
to the
Housewife
during the day
and comfort
to
Hubby at night.
But, why
should not
every chair in
the house
be comfortable?
We have
a line of
Chairs that are
Substantial,
Handsome and
Comfortable.
Starting at the
Plain Kitchen
Chair at 50c we
might name a
hundred different
sorts at as many
prices.
Come and see
for yourself.

Every woman
likes to see nice
Dining Room
Furniture.
It shows
refinement.
We are showing
this week a
Handsome lot of
China Closets,
Dining Tables,
Sideboards,
and Buffets.
We have them
in several
prices,
all
astonishingly
Low

when High Grade
Goods are
considered.
Come in and
see, even if you
don't buy.

Has Provided a Bountiful Assortment
of Good Things

Suitable For CHRISTMAS GIFTS

oj
I5i

Toys, China, Furniture,
Stoves, Crockery.
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